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REMONSTRANCE 
AGAINST A 
WAR wiru FRANCE. 
| ——— ̃ — 
HOUSE of COMMONS, Feb. 21, 1793. 


R. GREY moved, That an humble Ad- 
dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to aſ- 
ſure his Majeſty, that his faithful Commons, ani- 
mated by a ſincere and dutiful attachment to his 
perſon and Family, and to the excellent Conſti- 
tution of this kingdom, as well as by an ardent 
zeal for the intereſt and honour of the Nation, 


will at all times be ready to ſupport his Majeſty 
in any meaſures, which, a due. obſervance of 


the 


*] ES 7 
the faith of treatics, the dignity of his Crown, 
or the ſecurity of his dominions, may compel 


him to undc:take. 


That, feeling the moſt earneſt ſolicitude to a- 
vert from our country the calamities of War, by 
every means conſiſtent with honour and with 
fatety, we expreſſed to His Majeſty, at the open- 
ing of the preſent ſeſſion, „Our ſenſe of the 
temper and prudence which had induced His 
Majeſty to obſerve a ſtrict neutrality with re- 
ſpect to the War on the Continent, and uni- 
formly to abſtain from any interference in the 
internal affairs of France;” and our hope that 
the ſteps His Majeſty had taken would have the 
bappy tendency * to render a firm and fempe- 
rate conduct effectual for preſerving the bleſſings 


of Peace.” 


That, with the deepeſt concern, we now ſind 
ourſelves obliged to relinquiſh that hope, with- 
out any evidence having been produced to ſa- 
tsfy us, That His Majeſty's Miniſter's have 
made ſuch efforts, as it was their duty to make, 
and as, by His Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech, 

We 


T2 7; 


we were taught to-expect, for the preſervation of 
peace :---It is no leſs the refolution than the 
duty of His Majeſty's faithful Commons to ſe- 
cond his efforts in the War thus fatally com- 
menced, ſo long as it ſhall continue; but we 
deem it a duty equally incumbent upon us to 
ſolicit His Majeſty's attention to thoſe reaſons 
or pretexts, by which his Servants have labour- 
ed to juſtify a conduct on their part, which we 
cannot but conſider as having contributed, in a 
great meafure, to produce the preſent rupture. 


„ 


Various grounds of hoſtility againſt France 
have been ſtated, but none that appeared to us 
to have conſtituted ſuch an urgent and imperi- 
ous caſe of neceſſity, as left no room for ac- 
commodation, and made War unavoidable. 
The Government of France has been accuſed 
of having violated the Law of Nations, and the 


ſtipulations of exiſting treaties, by an attempt to 


deprive the Republic of the United Provinces 
of the excluſive navigation of the Scheldt. No 


evidence however has been offered to convince 
us, that this excluſive navigation was either in 
itſelf, or in the eſtimation of thoſe who were 
alone 


* 


* 
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[ 8.1] 
alone intereſted in preſerving it, of ſuch im- 
portance, as to juſtify a determination in our 
Government to break with France on that ac- 
count. If in fact the States General had ſhewn 
a diſpoſition to defend their right by force of 
arms, it might have been an inſtance of the 
trueſt friendſhip, to have ſuggeſted to them, for 
their ſerious conſideration, how far the aſſertion 
of this unprofitable claim might, in the preſent 
circamſtances of Europe, tend to bring into 
hazard the moſt eſſential intereſts of the Re- 
public. But when, on the contrary, it has been 
acknowledged that no requiſition on this ſub- 
ject was made to his Majefty on the part of the 


- 


States General, we are at a loſs to comprehend 


on what grounds of right, or propriety, we take 
the lead in aſſerting a claim, in which ve are 
not principals, and in which the principal party 
has not, as far as we know, thought it prudent 
or neceſſary to call for our interpoſition. 


We muſt further remark, that the point of 


diſpute ſeemed to us to have been relieved from 
a material part of its difficulty, by the Declara- 


tion of the Miniſter of Foreign Affairs 1 
3 


WB 


France, that the French nation. gave up all pre- 
tenſions to determine the queſtion of the future 
Navigation of the Scheldt. Whether the terms 
of this declaration were perfectly ſatisfactory or 
not, they at leaſt left the queſtion open to paci- 
fic negociation, in which the intrinſic value of 
the object to any of the parties concerned in it, 
might have been coolly and impartially weighed 
againſt the conſequences to which all of them 
might be expoſed, by attempting to maintain it 
by force of arms. 


We have been called upon to reſiſt views of 
conqueſt and aggrandizement entertained by the 
government of France, « at all times dangerous 
to the general intereſts of Europe, but (aſſerted 
to be peculiarly ſo when connected with the pro- 
Pagation of principles which lead to the violation 
of the moſt ſacred duties, and are.utterly ſub- 
verſive of the peace and order of all civil 
ſociety.” 


We admit, that it is the intereſt and duty of 
every member of the Commonwealth of Eu- 
rope, to ſupport the eſtabliſhed ſyſtem and dif. 

| C _ tribution 
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It tribution of power; among the independent 


ſovereignties which actually ſubſiſt, and to pre- 
| vent the aggrandizement of any ſtate, eſpecially 
40 the moſt powerful, at the expence of any other; 
| i and for the honour of his Majeſty's Councils, 
we do moſt earneſtly wiſh that his Miniſters had 
manifeſted a juſt ſenſe of the importance of the 


— —ä—— — — —— 


Ft Principle to which they now appeal in the courſe 
of late events, which ſeemed to us to threaten its 


entire deſtruction. 


| When Poland was beginning to recover from 
| the long calamities of Anarchy, combined with 
| Oppreſſion; after ſhe had eſtabliſhed an here- 
ditary and limitted Monarehy like our own, and N 
l was peaceably employed in ſettling her internal 

1 government, his Majeſty's Miniſters, with appa- 

| rent indifference and unconcern, have ſcen her ' 
il become the victim of the moſt unprovoked —_ . 

| unprineipled invaſion, her territory over-run, | 

4 her free conſtitution ſubverted, her national in- 
dependence annihilated, and the general prin- 

ciples of the ſecurity of nations ee 

N de her ſide. 


With 


— 
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With all theſe evils was France ſoon after 
threatened, and with the ſame appearance, el- 
ther of ſuppine indifference, or of ſecret ap- 
probation, his Majeſty's Miniſters beheld the 
armies of other powers (in evident concert with 
the oppreſſor of Poland), advancing to the in- 
vaſion and ſubjugation of France, and the 
march of thoſe armies diſtinguiſhed from the 
ordinary hoſtilities of civilized nations, by Ma- 
nifeſtos, which, if their principles and menaces 
had been carried into practice, muſt inevitably 
have produced the © return of that ferocity and 
barbariſm in war, which a beneficent religion, 
and enlightened manners, and true military ho- 


Nour, have for a long time baniſhed from the 
Chriſtian World.” 


No efforts appears to have been made to 
check the progreſs of theſe invading armies :==- 
His Majeſty s Miniſters, under a pretended re- 
ſpect for the rights and independence of other 
Sovereigns, thought fit, at that time, to refuſe 
even the interpoſition of His Majeſty's councils, 
and good offices, to ſave ſo oreat and important 

C2 a por- 


— 
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a portion of Europe from falling under the do- 
minion of a foreign power. But no ſooner, by 
an ever- memorable reverſe of fortune, had 
France repulſed her invaders, and carried her 
arms into their territory, than his Majeſty s Mi- 
niſters, laying aſide that colluſive indifference 
which had marked their conduct during the in- 
vaſion of F rance, began to expreſs alarms for 
the general ſecurity of Europe, which, as it ap- 
pears to us, they ought to have ſeriouſly felt, 

and might have expreſſed with greater juſtice on 

the previous ſucceſſes of her powerful adver- | 
faries. | | 


We will not diſſemble our opinion, that the 
Decree of the National Convention of France, 
of the 19th November 1792, was in a great 
meaſure liable to the objections urged againſt 
it; but we cannot admit that a War, upon the 
ſingle ground of ſuch a decree, unaccompanied 
by any overt acts, by which we or our Allies 
might be directly attacked, would be juſtified as 


| neceſſary and unavoidable, certainly not; un- 
lels) upon a regular demand, made by his Ma- 


jelty $ 
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jeſty's Miniſters, of explanation and ſecurity in 
behalf of us and our Allies, the French had re- 
fuſed to give his Majeſty ſuch explanation and 


ſecurity. No ſuch demand was made. Ex- 


planations, it is true, have been received and re- 


jected. But it well deſerves to be remarked 
and remembered, that theſe explanations were 


voluntarily offered on the part of France; not 


previouſly demanded on ours, as undoubtedly 


they would have been, if it had ſuited the views 
of his Majeſty's Miniſters to have acted frankly 
and honourably towards France, and not to have 
reſerved their complaints for a future period, 
when explanations, however reaſonable, might 
come too late, and hoſtilities might be una- 


voidable. 


After a review of all theſe conſiderations, we 
think it neceſſary to repreſent to his Majeſty, 
that none of the points which were in diſpute 
between his Miniſters and the government of 


France appear to us to have been incapable of 


being adjuſted by negociation, except that age 


vation of French ambition, which has been 
ſtated 


— 


8 Cw 1 
ſtated to ariſe from the political opinions of the 
French Nation. Theſe, indeed, we conceive, 
formed neither any deſirable object of Negocia- 
tion, nor any intelligible reaſon. for hoſtility. 
They were equally incapable of being adjuſted 
by treaty, or of being either refuted or con- 
firmed by the events of war. 


We need not ſtate to his Majeſty's wiſdom, 
that force can never cure deluſion; and we 
know his Majeſty's goodneſs too well, to ſuppoſe 
that he could ever entertain the idea of employ. 
ihg force to deſtroy opinions, by the extirpation 
of thoſe who hold them. 


The grounds upon which his Majeſty's Mini- 


ters have adviſed him to refuſe the renewal 
of ſome avowed public intercourſe with the exiſt- 
Ing government of France, appeared to us neither 


r 


juſtified by the reaſon of the thing itſelf, nor by 
the uſage of nations, nor by any expediency ari- 


ſing from the preſent ſtate of circumſtances. In / 
all negociations or diſcuſſions whatſoever, of 

Cl. which Peace is the real object, the appearance 
. LIZ : es of 
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of an amiable diſpoſition, and of a readineſs to 
offer, and to accept of pacific explanations on 
both ſides, is as neceſſary and uſeful to enſure 
luccels, as any arguments founded on ſtritt 


right. Nor can it be denied, that claims or ar- 
guments of any kind, urged in hoſtile or haughty 
language, however equitable or valid in them- 
ſelves, are more likely to provoke than to conci- 
liate the oppoſite party. Deploring as we have 
ever done, the melancholy event which has late- 
ly happened in France, it would yet have been 
ſome conſolation to us, to have heard that the 
powerful interpoſition of the Britiſh Nation, on 
this ſubjeR, had at leaſt been offered although 
it ſhould unfortunately have been rejected. But 
inſtead of receiving ſuch conſolation from the 
conduct of his Majeſty's Miniſters, we have ſeen 
them with extreme aſtoniſhment, employing, as 
an incentive to hoſtilities, an event which they 
made no effort to avert by negociatien. This 
ination they could only excuſe on the principle, 
that the internal conduct of nations, (whatever 
may be our opinion of its morality) was no pro- 
per ground for interpoſition and remonſtrance 
| from 


* 
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from Foreign States, a principle from whicl it 
muſt ſtill more clearly follow, that ſuch internal 
conduct could never be an admiſſible juſtifying 
reaſon for war. | 


We cannot refrain from obſerving, that ſuch fre- 
quent alluſions as have been made toanevent (con- 
fefledly no ground of rupture)ſeemed to us tohave 
arifen from a ſiniſter intention to derive from 
the humanity of Engliſhmen, popularity for 
meaſures which their deliberate judgment would 
have reprobated, and to influence the moſt vir- 
tuous ſenſibilities of his Majeſty's People, into 
a blind and furious zeal for a war of ven- 
geance. | 


His Majeſty's faithful, Commons, therefore, 
though always determined to ſupport his Ma- 
jeſty with vigour and cordiality, in the exertions 
neceſſary for the defence of his kingdoms, yet 
feel that they are equally bound by their duty to 
bis Majeſty and to their fellow ſubjects, to de- 
Clare, in the moſt ſolemn manner, their diſap- 
probation of the condutt of his Majeſty's Mini- 

ſters, 
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ſters, throughout the whole of theſe tranſactions, 
a conduct which, in their opinion, could lead to 
no other termination but that to which it ſeems 
to have been ſtudiouſly directed of plunging 
their country into an unneceſſary war. The 
calamities of ſuch a war muſt be aggravated, in 
the eſtimation of every rational mind, by re- 
flecting on the peculiar advantages of that for- 
tunate ſituation which we have fo unwiſely aban- 
doned, and which not only exempted us from 
ſharing in the diſtreſſes and afflictions of the 
other nations of Europe, but converted them 
into ſources of benefit, improvement, and proſ- 


perity to this country. 


We, therefore, humbly implore his Majeſty's 
paternal goodneſs, to liſten no longer to the 
\ councils which have forced us into this unhappy 
war, but to embrace the earlieſt occaſion which 
his wiſdom may diſcern, of reſtoring to his 
People the bleſſings of peace. 1 
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